I Naeod 0%

I e ."-1

ny o

o

%
.'F‘. .i-

e gy |y TP

i
.:_{I Li._’
- -I_ .-.h.l'l.
1] ol
g P A
¥, n
i 4
W
: ';.-.
3 A 4 d ¥ 'Il ... -
: R T . 1 | --. & 3 . '
! AR pe o Rt B e e iy ad gk RLTaed I T b ot oy £
- ' e b P R R Rt P S s R EA I N A et AR A N ot
Pk - e iy Sy S TRT R A T P R M R i e L S T S L L S b . o e ¥ L B
Loy Rk LT e R ! 'r.1f A e Sl T B S e R ey } i
F r."'. ." -..| - ¢ - ki 4 . ' i ] f : -i"r_.. ] -‘Ii = ¥
M ey e v 4 ol Lt i X ! 3 k L] e o,
wig BANN { aae =iy B T N R o £ -
e R E; - B RN b - M bt ' i R PSR Ha L o, gl et o
s Hi S RS R ?'!-'l'l- -"."-“.'l-!:';:"" g 5 ""-.“:'": L T T [ LR R Y I:'-"“'. ) r Ry ? \.- ¢ ==
SRR G R Eelib L ST S LEER TR R R SRt D B G e ;
"J"'i"-l"!_'i'.."‘_' R E e s R sl e _"..-."_l.u_--n-1 .l"{ e R S e e 3 Lo i e S |‘.;_
e gt ha = i B - 2 L “k 3 B TP g =, | = al .. .... e T £ B - e
# :...-;.; " 7 I J " e v ,__._‘:__l.: : i
.""r':il-l".'r i ‘- : L s '-Ir'."'l-‘.!.‘. I:.I.'l."‘.' ..-I; ot
W Hie o5 . eIy RNl o R
| - e I IR R S, bt e K 2T ; L g il 1 AL et pR e R
. A T el -.H_‘_'--'--__ Pl e § B Y e o EF R A S R L B e SRS R P TR Ry e b el |
e i LR T e .-._'-,';':'['-' TR LR I e e Iy "-"'-"' Ll W b R e T it et g G e e e B L R R S b Tt S Bl
¥ o ] . ok Vo N G e L R ek SR T e b R DS R L R R e L R )
.1_-' i B At et T e ) iy o T s T A T R b R L R S L 4 L G L A iy
; ""- ?!l"i:r"‘-r'-ﬁhlil' iy I.-\.l b 1 t i |I.: :‘..' T 2 iz |__,_-|‘ - | by 1y .'\-.”' -_.-'|'_":"'1 ‘.-"'__”.':" i e ] 2
-ﬂ_‘tj'-q{':‘ . g F A T AR L a o LTH N L g e e el e e T
2y LA Fia 1 O Nl N L Tl A N R e PR e S ey
e =it S Ean Ty Py R B G N Ay R g TR LT i ot I o, L A b S e
T e PR RS e sk RO G e Re, pe NG R e TR0 e S R, B R B B 5 i 1
y g S s R e P oy e T . Thk o P N | | '\i-' =iy i b o | Tk e 1
; L) 1 K e B St e FL R B e o e S B e P G o e et 0 LI el LAl A v
/ S Bt oy B hin B o faT e P e i B AT R ;
' - ATy : : ! LD o 1 > B B e ] | £A
. a2y g * _.1._.{; Fi & ..--.'.'r. i . T ¥ : :..__:. 1 [ ‘_\. A
R T ¥ U s e : ; R LR ST 1 B |
'd.T..'“t:.'::-I‘\.IIIl -i :'l. :::-I'f Jr b ::'ll'.l' ; -..'|- 1'\1 1111": | :-.1!1' '.1 ;
AR T R T "'u":'i ril bl BATE A 4
T e | ey Th o Ao o | = i -t d5 b & 7
R Y o LR TR e Yt a AR Y
STRD A st A ettt 2 RS TR dak
Lk 3T e kg M s 5 it by L LR
AR gt Rt o (T R T W R S e gt K gatil .
uh ';_:_" et Lo A3 oo B . # N E e R - K
I| i e T N s e FEdl I 1 | B - L
i Lg by oo e R L e M Etal f o £, b 2 kK L
L R T L Ut CHER L b Ay T ]
pra ol ~ i et o I3 r._ s S - -y -_. o
. g | '_-““"._'i_,-"‘_;" o .'_l. F .',-- ; 'H-'i'_j i SE T i AR o = Bl . L) i
7 i Ml e LS R i e T S RIS e e et e R T
2 5 e T R oied LT P o =it e e e e e L ST L B e ¥ S
(Rt Ty | i, 1 . LT .I -I.I'.- : ! A i ) _.;- 1_ .: - Ir- s !.1._..
= X :.'l_ _u'l ._-_ I. |! ! |:".! I-|_ ':""l"l': .-I.'h'.-'-,'!' i ‘_.I. '!'- vl .
H ' L ol Lo |.I' 3 a0 11 W AERUE el Y e s T W e e “H-i ot & R st N Ry
i - - [ LE o T gt pLE Ay e od 1y b e e 101 Sl g s 4
! % : B, P AL Al PR R R e R L T z Tttt o R i # s, &,
i L5 - AT L A IE G L e e A L Fol i .-'t _ By 11'_.._ T J g, it .'-\.‘;. by
= s i L 25 R e L T e el T el i i s e 2 W b K
e, b L ) L i Ny ‘I L T =T ey R o t“:.'-F. :f'.--‘. gt 5 ¥
. l'-u-"‘-." _I:.."la.-;]-i_._ :I.- '-:' __2'. a5l r-i T 3 ‘r_-‘:. 3 1: -I'_; nr ;-:, e _:!__5__ l:.\‘-:' ) -I._. = § e ;”: =1
A e e T g, T g o e S o B T e T 1 e o Ak ¥ Fiils 3 . alice g M B Ty S i ]
AP e T U R .'i-ﬁ."—l_ﬂ, TR L W S Gt e R e s G iR iy
3 el L g LR } 5790000 O e Lo e T 5 e & ey, CORM R G ety B o it -'a"' o T N
e .',.".'.‘-._I-r- g ey f b, fall L ke S | 3 ot P, o T o |
B i h ] 5 T+  ERECRY 1. 3-TH H i3
r I- L R -T i g A ol
£ - = s i -.".."" Yy
- At S e e K
e LR
Ffna g g Tl o {5
ke S L PR R
P =
P gy A gt
S e !
Fafund ST WS S o 4
e L T
RS B ¥
St s g "
A e A i
T 2 £
: P b pliea iy
ol s i B AT
1 [ LAy "-._'I ¥
; 4 i s A5 g
-r z A5 - ;.- = "' ] '1.I i
H - : iy = ’ I B L U T
' oy S T e e e e e R et e L - T e b e L e : ) Eo By ATy ER R A o e AL
. 1 & = ..' " LETR Tatd .-{.'- :"..', '. I e I-'F L I '|Il-:'. '..I -.. 1+ -.-' ..-., 1:' .f '-a.. |. A .. LR Y e . W 9 p : .-".. %, |l.-1 -"'-,I'F_ :-_- :'".il' '.-'\-t_. L5 ke .":._:'_ el i b -\.-_'. = ’_"-.:._.'. -.":'-- T ol :r:: ¥k v _'_ 1 b :. '.I:'_ -III iz L S r o _"
[ --'_'\-'.i.'.-.-—':.'-:-_'-.-_.,_ B AP .,..__,;.1_';{{*',-.1., *:.E :-'..?;i ] P-' ':..L.\'_-' '-l'-,!..- L} '“_'-.: ¥ -.Fj.'.:..':l':" !:.JI "_". i ';_' _'L; } ," ¥ " e ) ':I \:F.-'_g-'_'_': :_'::.'I .:‘.I-‘.:. sl e A ; ",'."r-'l_:!: ’ : :}.'...11“ :'." : -;';_. ‘ 'IiI":'. |_.'”'-'. s TR T o i;;qf 4 ; pLal g i N 1 " _-.-; LRI
i e R LT P Py et AR, L S i A Ly e e I L S TR T I pf mate b s P M e T el e Ay T i e e ot s G R R A R T SR L R
: = o - T T = s LT e Ty e T L TR Wy T i AR Fan e Sl g B e LR gt ey R LI b T i LT R i el oy 13
= - L 2 baba e e LA U TR (I B vy P R SRR Rl AP0

—_—

Hans Kruppa. Kaito: Ein Mdrchen. Munich. Goldmann.
1988. 158 pages. DM 16.80.

. Die fliegenden Erdbeeren. Munich. Goldmann.
1988. 191 pages.

At thirty-seven, Hans Kruppa has established himself

as a versatile and popular writer. Among his twenty-

tive books are lyric collections, short stories, novels, apho-
risms, and radio plays. In the past two years he has
published two Midirchen or fairy tales, Das Zauberbuch
1987) and Kaito—which, besides providing interesting
plots, also deal with education, religion, philosophy, and
selt-understanding—and an ironic and highly amusing spy
novel, Die fliegenden Erdbeeren (The F lying Strawberries).
Whereas Das Zauberbuch covers a whole range of activi-
ties from love to crime to politics, its companion volume
Kaito concentrates much more on the education of an artist.
In the former a wise teacher has died and left 2 magic book
that provides a mirror for anyone who looks into it to see
himself as he really is. In the latter another wise teacher is
at the end of a long and successful career, ready to initiate
his highly gifted pupil Kaito into the mysteries of the
shakuhachi or bamboo flute. Like Eichendorff’s “Tauge-

nichts,” Kaito is unsuited for the everyday work in his

village and decides to travel and seek his fortune. An

astrologer’s prophecy leads him to the great teacher
Togana, who accepts him as his sole pupil. In addition to
music, Kaito is instructed in literature, philosophy, and
other subjects in discussions with Togana and his highly
educated servant Yinwa. After years of successful study,

Kaito leaves Togana’s house and is happily united with his
sweetheart Miata.



Throughout the novel the world of most people is de-
scribed as slavish, repetitious, and tiring. One must find
the right way to the light, to freedom, and to self-under-
standing. Only a few are able to do so; the rest must settle
for less, sometimes with bitterness, sometimes with resig-
nation. Equally as interesting as Kaito are three young men
who are not so successful with their music; one wanders
from place to place, continually seeking answers without
finding them; one finds a home in a monastery; and the
third turns from music to politics when his father dies and
he inherits the kingdom. Kruppa renders all this in pol-
ished style and with an excellent ear for sound and rhythm;
the interspersed poems in both Kaito and Das Zauberbuch
give further testimony to his talent.

Die fliegenden Erdbeeren contains all the ingredients of a
modern spy novel: an eccentric scientist secretly building
bombs, a beautiful KGB agent, a CIA agent somewhat
reminiscent of James Bond, and a French adventurer called
“Black Cat.” The plot turns the usual thriller on its head,
however, because the bombs the scientist is building—in
the form of flying strawberries—are actually designed to
spread love rather than destruction. When the secret
agents discover this, they are forced to reconsider their
values and to make quick decisions.

The story is complicated by the extraordinary, some-
times supernatural powers of the main characters. Billy
Strong, the CIA agent, is a specialist in drugs and in
“teleportation,” the ability to will himselt through any door
in the world. Natasha Nikolayevna, who is directed from
the Kremlin by the “Czar,” an organic computer made up
of the brainwashed minds of highly intelligent dissidents, is

ravishingly beautiful and possessed of an irresistible sexual
technique. Black Cat can hypnotize people at a glance, and
in an underground laboratory the scientist Gutsmuts, be-
lieved to be dead, has developed with the help of his
girlfriend Gudrun a method of storing “love units,” which
he collects from a highly sexed couple and stores in spe-
cially prepared strawberries.

All this playfulness allows Kruppa to make fun of many
current ideals and to point toward a safer, saner society.
His prose tlows smoothly. He hovers above his characters.
treating them ironically but not unkindly. The story fits
together neatly into a unity, and the message that love may
save the world is both logical and convincing. |

Walter D. Morris
lowa State University




